Office of U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510   (202) 224-3553, 202-224-0454 FAX

Dear Senator Barbara Boxer,
URGENT CALL TO HELP BLACKS WHO SUFFER DUE TO POLITICAL ABANDONMENTS

Blacks suffer continued injustices from their own government. In a few weeks Congress will vote on the Cobell settlement agreement, HR4213, Section 607, which is currently before the Senate Committee on Finance. I want to make you aware that this is a very, very important issue for African-Americans. This legislation provides 3.8 billion dollars for redress to descendents of the Five Civilized Tribes (Seminole, Cherokee, Choctaw, Creek and Chickasaw) because the United States Department of Interior did not make payments as required by the 1866 Treaty nor did it properly enforce other aspects of the Treaty.  However, the 1866 treaty was written primarily to force the Five Civilized Tribes and other Indians to release the slaves they owned and mandated that Freedmen have the same rights and benefits as Indians. 
The Cobell settlement however, as written, continues to reward the Five Civilized Tribes who were disloyal to the United States and fought for the Confederacy and continues to ignore and exclude Black Freedmen and mixed Black Indians for whom the 1866 Treaty was written. The disparity of the Cobell settlement continues an historical wrong and is a priori racial discrimination which is against federal law. We therefore beseech you, as the representative for whom we voted for to use your power and influence to cause Congress to make an attachment to the Senate’s version of HR 4213, Section 607 that, in accord with the Harvest Institute Freedmen Federation, LLC’s request, adds $600 million to the Cobell settlement to include the Freedmen of the Five Civilized Tribes and mixed Black Indians.


This attachment also has important implications for Congress as a body. During America’s Civil War, which ended in 1865, the Five Civilized Tribes entered into agreements with the Confederate States of America and fought with the South to maintain slavery. After the Civil War ended in 1865, those tribes, as sovereign nations, refused to release the slaves they owned. They refused to acknowledge the Emancipation Proclamation, the 13th Amendment, and the conclusion of the Civil War --- that slavery could no longer exist in the United States. Therefore, in 1866, a year after the Civil War ended, the United States government required that the Five Civilized Tribes sign a new treaty.
The new Treaty redefined the relationship of those Five Civilized Tribes with the United States.  The 1866 treaty:  1) Forced Indian tribes to release the slaves they owned.  2) Provided all Freedmen (former slaves) and their descendants within the Five Civilized Tribes protected status, which included equal civil status with other tribal members. 3) Made Freedmen equal tribe members. 4) Granted Freedmen the same rights to land, government benefits and resources which other tribal members were granted. The Cobell Settlement is based on the 1866 Treaty which is still in force, but as written, Cobell ignores major portions of the 1866 Treaty, specifically those portions written for the freed slaves and mixed Black Indians and excludes them from the remedy. Does Congress want to participate in a blatant act of racial discrimination?

Attaching Freedmen and Black Indians to Senate Bill HR4213 is critical. If this door of economic justice is slammed in our face, especially in today’s economic crisis—we will consider it to be an economic funeral for Black America. All people who believe in justice for all must use any power and influence that they have to compel Congress to abide by the 1866 Treaty. If the law that was written for Freedman and mixed Black Indians is ignored and they are excluded from the Cobell settlement, then we are truly back to the conclusion of the Dred Scott’s decision – that a Black man has no rights that the white man is bound to uphold.  Dred Scott would echo loudly if our government selectively chooses to acknowledge and enforce only those portions of the 1866 Treaty that provide benefits to Indians but knowingly excludes Black Freedmen and Black Indians. 

I truly believe that with clear understanding of the facts regarding the Cobell settlement agreement, HR4213, Section 607, you will conclude that the attachment requested is the political correct thing to do.
Thank you for taking the time to become acquainted with this issue.

Dr. Rosie Milligan

Counselor, lecturer, publisher, author of Black America Faces Economic CRISIS—Solutions Made Simple. Proprietor of Professional Business Management/Consulting Services  located at 1425 W. Manchester Ave., Suite C, Los Angeles, CA 90047; 323-750-3592. 

E-mail:Drrosie@aol.com;Website:www.Drrosie.com; http://www.professionalpublishinghouse.com.

