Black Boys Need The Emotional Support Of Their Father

Article by Dr. Rosie Milligan

As a family counselor, I must stress the importance of Black Fatherhood. "Boys need fathers in their lives." I am making a plea to African-American fathers to be active participants in the lives of their sons; and for African-American women to assist these fathers in the transition of their reentering the lives of their sons.

I contend that most every ill that plagues the Black male child is mostly related to fatherlessness.  Having a father as a role model and teacher is critical for a male child.  The male who understands this best is the male child whose father was present, and participated, in his life. Unfortunately, for many Black males, they have not had the experience of having a father role model. A male child who did not have his father present can not relate to the critical difference it makes, for he has no comparison to make. Therefore, it becomes easy for him, as an adult, to abandon his son; especially, when it becomes a challenge to be a part of his life.

In addition, I believe that we must revisit history as we examine the family structure of Blacks in America. An absentee father was the norm for the African-American family. Families were separated by force! Slavery severely impacted the lives of the Black family. Considering the impact that our physical exodus from slavery has only been for 138 years, that’s not a long time, we are still experiencing its long reach effects.

 Blacks were forced to produce offsprings, not for themselves, but for their master’s economic gain. Today, Blacks are not forced to produce babies; however, because of the residual effect of slavery on the Black family, their offsprings continue to be an economic product for the modern day master called “PRISON.”  Today, in 2003, Black males are paid less for their labor than they were paid 138 years ago.

Black men were not socialized as other men, that is, to be accountable or responsible for his family.  When a Black family needed assistance from Social Services’ programs, the father had to remove himself from the family in order for his wife and children to get assistance.  Black men have a long way to go to get back to their African roots of being a provider and protector.  Black men have come a long way, and they will get back to their God-Created-Nature, with the help of God, Almighty, and with the understanding of their past.

Furthermore, it is the responsibility of the father to help provide for  his child.  Providing entails more than financial provisions.  Again, I am making a plea to women, to not prevent the father from being a part of his son's life because of the father’s inability to support financially. A male child needs his father in his life, and the woman only hurts her son(s) when she tries to prevent them from having a father-son relationship.  You can trace the many ills of Black men to their Fatherlessness.
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