URGENT CALL TO HELP BLACKS WHO SUFFER DUE TO POLITICAL ABANDONMENTS

Blacks suffer continued injustices from their own government. In a few weeks Congress will vote on the Cobell settlement agreement, HR4213, Section 607, which is currently before the Senate Committee on Finance. I want to make you aware that this is a very, very important issue for African-Americans. This legislation provides 3.8 billion dollars for redress to descendents of the Five Civilized Tribes (Seminole, Cherokee, Choctaw, Creek and Chickasaw) because the United States Department of Interior did not make payments as required by the 1866 Treaty nor did it properly enforce other aspects of the Treaty.  However, the 1866 treaty was written primarily to force the Five Civilized Tribes and other Indians to release the slaves they owned and mandated that freedmen have the same rights and benefits as Indians. 
The Cobell settlement however, as written, continues to reward the Five Civilized Tribes who were disloyal to the United States and fought for the Confederacy and continues to ignore and exclude Black freedmen and mixed Black Indians for whom the 1866 Treaty was written. The disparity of the Cobell settlement continues an historical wrong and is a priori racial discrimination which is against federal law. We therefore beseech you, as the representative for whom we voted, to use your power and influence to cause Congress to make an attachment to the Senate’s version of HR 4213, Section 607 that, in accord with the Harvest Institute Freedmen Federation, LLC’s request, adds  $600 million to the Cobell settlement to include the freedmen of the Five Civilized Tribes and mixed Black Indians.


This attachment also has important implications for Congress as a body. During America’s Civil War, which ended in 1865, the Five Civilized Tribes entered into agreements with the Confederate States of America and fought with the South to maintain slavery. After the Civil War ended in 1865, those tribes, as sovereign nations, refused to release the slaves they owned. They refused to acknowledge the Emancipation Proclamation, the 13th Amendment, and the conclusion of the Civil War --- that slavery could no longer exist in the United States. Therefore, in 1866, a year after the Civil War ended, the United States government required that the Five Civilized Tribes sign a new treaty.
The new Treaty  redefinded the relationship of those Five Civilized Tribes with the United States.  The 1866 treaty:  1) Forced Indian tribes to release the slaves they owned.  2) Provided all freedmen (former slaves) and their descendants within the Five Civilized Tribes protected status, which included equal civil status with other tribe members. 3) Made freedmen equal tribal members. 4) Granted freedmen the same rights to land, government benefits and resources which other tribal members were granted. The Cobell Settlement is based on the 1866 Treaty which is still in force, but as written, Cobell ignores major portions of the 1866 Treaty, specifically those portions written for the freed slaves and mixed Black Indians and excludes them from the remedy. Does Congress want to participate in a blatant act of racial discrimination?

As an elder, a mother, a grandmother, a voter, and one who loves Black people and cares about their plight, I frequently recall the predictions  of Dr. Claud Anderson, the author of PowerNomics: The Plan to Empower Black America. More than a decade ago, he said that the black race would become a permanent underclass by 2013. As I watch the accelerating decline of the race and see Black people abandoned, I am saddened and disappointed in the way our political leaders, our civil rights leaders and our spiritual leaders have sat as quietly as  ‘church mice’ and remained silent on issues that are driving blacks into a permanent underclass position.

As you sit in your comfortable spaces and in high places, let me remind you to read a few Biblical scriptures from the book of Esther. While reading, pay close attention to Mordecai and Esther’s relationship during racial turmoil and annihilation attempt. Mordecai helped Esther to become queen in the Royal Palace of King Ahasuerus.  Look at the comparison; we helped you to get into your position as well. In case you do not keep a Bible near at all times, let me quote a few scriptures that will refresh your memory of the story. Chapter 3:13, And the letters were sent by couriers into all the king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all the Jews, both young and old, little children and women, in one day, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their possessions. I will also quote Chapter 4:13-14 and it reads: And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: “Do not think in your heart that you will escape in the king’s palace any more than all the other Jews. For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” I pray that you will read the entire book of Esther and replace the word Black people where it reads Jews. May I remind you that as Blacks vanish and become an underclass, so will you, your children and your children’s children. We are beginning to see it now. As the demography changes, Black politicians are becoming a disappearing act—Blacks have lost many elected political positions. 
Attaching freedmen and Black Indians to Senate Bill HR4213 is critical. If this door of economic justice is slammed in our face, especially in today’s economic crisis—we will consider it to be an economic funeral for Black America. Any and all black people must use any power and influence that they have to compel Congress to abide by the 1866 Treaty. If the law that was written for freeman and mixed black Indians is ignored and they are excluded from the Cobell settlement, then we are truly back to the conclusion of the Dred Scott’s decision – that a black man has no rights that the white man is bound to uphold.  Dred Scott would echo loudly if our government selectively chooses to acknowledge and enforce only those portions of the 1866 Treaty that provide benefits to Indians but knowingly excludes black freedmen and black Indians. 

I truly believe that with clear understanding of the facts regarding the Cobell settlement agreement, HR4213, Section 607, you will conclude that the attachment requested is the politically correct thing to do.
Thank you for taking the time to become acquainted with this issue.
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